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Introduction 

Our group reflected over different possible ways that teachers can show children of preschool and 

primary school the presence of textile in the city, where they live and to approach them to an 

instructive but funny and creative use of different types of materials. According to the goals of the 

Swedish curriculum for the preschool (Lpfö 98 revised 2010) which is based on FN children´s 

convention is written that children should be “creating and communicating by means of different 

forms of expression, such as pictures, song, and music, drama, rhythm, dance and movement, as well 

as spoken and written language provide both contents and methods to be use by the preschool in 

promoting the development and learning of the child. This also involves building, designing, and using 

various materials and technologies. Multimedia and information technology can be used in the 

preschool, both in development and application and creative process”. ss, 6-7.  

We think that the word “textile” for to the children could be understood both as a “subject” and as a 

“tool”. 

Using textile as a “subject” means giving the children the possibility of knowing the tissue’ cycle 

production and clothing, history in reference to the city where they reside. 

Using textile as a “tool” means improve the relation that children have with outside word: tissue can, 

indeed, improve the sensorial refinement as many educationalists claim, for example Maria 

Montessori, stimulate the creativity, the communication and the expressivity as the activities 

proposed by Giuseppina Pizzigoni and train problem solving as the article of Susanne Björkdahl Ordell 

(2008) explains. 

Our aim is that children learn to know as much as possible concerning tissue materials and techniques 

of work, observe the assemblage process of an object from the material to the final product, practice 

their capacity of problem solving and their esthetic and critical sense. 

We focused our work on the “tool” meaning and we have tried to answer to some relevant questions: 

 How can we approach children to textile activities? 

 How can we connect textile activities with the characteristic of the city? 

 What can children learn using textile materials? 

 What can they communicate through textile materials? 

The aims of our project are: 

Knowledge: children learn to know as much as possible concerning tissue materials and techniques of 

work. 

Comprehension: children are invited to observe the assemblage process of an object from the material 

to the final product. 

Application: children can freely explore and test materials, techniques and create their own product.  

Analysis: children can autonomously practice their capacity of problem solving to find  better way to 

use materials. 

Synthesis: children compose their final product. 

http://www.wordreference.com/enit/esthetic


Evaluation: children practice their esthetic and critical sense comparing the products and techniques 

they completed. 

 

Report about our team work 

 

Our group worked out a lot of ideas and elaborated different activities that could be realized with 

children. 

First of all it’s important to approach children to all types of materials and let them to explore freely 

trough handling and senses; in this way we support their own curiosity and we give them the 

possibility to become conscious of what surrounds them. 

When they feel comfortable with materials they can create their own products with specific purposes, 

suggested by the ideas of the teachers: for example, they can adorn familiar places of the city, make 

positive messages in the form of textile grafitti, express how they feel and what they wish. 

Our project started with the intention to empathize with the children, trying to observe the city from 

their point of view: for this reason we walked around the city taking pictures of what concerns textile 

from both adults and children’ prospective to analyze the differences; this work has been shown 

through a power point.  

Then we decided to simulate what children can feel about the relation between textile and city and to 

show how children can interpret their own perception of what they observed realizing some models 

of typical characteristics of the city using different materials; we think that this could be an example of 

what teachers can do to incentivize children to work in this kind of topics. 

 

Discussion 

In our group we had different experiences and backgrounds about textile, and from the discussion, we 

came up with some questions that has become our aim in this work. In the process with working with 

textile in the city we had the children’s perspective and with our aims we work for making textile in 

the city as a subject and how that can be used as a development for children. We started with taking 

the children´s perspective in the city and with workshops and using different material and tools. 

Björkdahl Ordell (2008) saying that when you include textile with children they can learn solving 

problems and is not a given solution, everything can be correct. Is about how and the attitude towards 

learning and the process which matters problem solving the most important.  

In our process and work we have learn that textile in the city is useful for using the city as a classroom. 

You can be in the city, working with textile but you can also bring the city in to the classroom and 

work with the children. Björkdahl Ordell (2008) refer to Vygotsky and Davydov (1994) that it is 

important to always challenge children ways of thinking to reach a higher level or zone for their 

development.  We think that textile is a tool that can make connection between subjects and make it 

more fun for the children because as adults we have enjoyed working with textile in the city. 

“Children’s work with different textiles activities can also be analyzed using concepts of form of life, 

form of beauty and form of knowledge” ( Björkdahl Ordell 2008).  

http://www.wordreference.com/enit/esthetic


 

Appendix 

Some example of what you can do with children  

 “Dyeing wool with natural colors” 

Immerse wool in a pot with cold water, alum and natural elements (leaves and herbs, red beetroots or 

other), heat it up to almost 100 degrees, let it simmer for 45 minutes, leave to cool, remove the wool 

and rinse well; the process explains the children that wool can change the colour depending on the 

used materials. 

 “Wearing the city” 

Invite children to create “clothes” for the city according to their wishes and personal enjoyment to aim 

specific purposes. 

- To communicate messages to inhabitants of the city for example create textile graffiti.  

- To give the city back more comfortable and practical for example create cushions for benches 

or soft covers for hand rails. 

- To decorate the greyer areas of the city trying to transform them. 

- To get close to natural element of the city for example prepare a scurf for a tree in a cold 

winter. 

 

 “Use textile in school subjects” 

Using textiles to approach children to letters, numbers, geometrical shapes and musical notes. 

 “Shaggy stone” 

Children can cover with wool a stone putting it into a pot of water with a special soap. 

It will become heavy but soft. This is a particular felling for children. 

In this way the child can find different ways to relate himself with stuffs which surround him. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The textiles used to made the Sweden’ flag                 Paula making the hat to Pinoquio. 



 

 

Sofia using different textiles to make the tornado.      The result of rabbit’ sculpture. 
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