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 Last year 2011, the theory of Marc Augé, a French philosopher, 
was chosen to give a theoretical background to this Erasmus program. 
The theory concerns what the city will provide as places and non-places 
for our existing lives. Augé (2008) defines a space, to be a place, if it 
holds enough significance, relational, historical and concerned with 
identity. A place that does not hold this will be defined as a non-place: 
like motorways, railway stations, airports, supermarkets and malls, 
which do not hold enough significance to be regarded as places. 
 In the application for this EU grant it is stated that “if an 
Education City is built upon formal and informal educational resources 
and meanings, to help children be active observers and dynamic 
performers in their space and time, future educators and teachers must 
learn to be mediators in the process, understanding and reflecting upon 
the complexity of the contemporary city life and their own meaning of 
cities as true education places”. This year 2012, we will focus on urban 
places from a child’s perspective.
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SUmmaRy Of aCTIvITIES

STaGE 1
October - November 2011

a) Digital Book with the programme from the first year of the IP;

b) 1st November 2011 - Official announcement of the Applications approval for 

the second year;

c) First contacts with the swedish partners to reflect and prepare the IP's second 

year for its implementation in Sweden;

d) Sharing ideas about the IP application with our partners;

STaGE 2
December 2011 - January 2012

a)  Sharing information, reflections and programming details of the IP with the 

organizing partner (University of Boras - Sweden);

b) Establishing contact with the University of Bologna - Italy for general 

information;

c) Meetings with all ESEI Maria Ulrich teachers involved, to discuss intentions 

and the second year programme details.

STaGE 3
february - march 2012

a) Sending and receiving support documentation to and from our partners;

b) Selecting  students (with selection criteria) – Portugal, Italy, Sweden;

c) Booking trips; discussing organizational aspects of the IP.

d) Lifelong Learning Programme Erasmus Application Form 2011 for Intensive 

Programmes (IP)

STaGE 4

april 2012

a) Starting the IP BLOG II - http://ipeducationcityii.wordpress.com/

b) Building of Students and teachers Portfolio (Blog)

c) Choosing and disseminating support documentation (Blog)

d) Students and Teachers meeting  to prepare all IP details – conceptual/ 

documental and organizational. 

STaGE 5

may 2012

Students and Teachers final meeting to discuss all the programme details. 

STaGE 6

June - July 2012

a) Collecting data from the IP;

b) Analysing and reflecting upon the IPs outcomes

c) Sharing information with the partners 

d) Evaluating the IP experience and impact

STaGE 6

September - October 2012

a) September 2012 - Official announcement of the Applications approval for the 

3rd year. 

b) Evaluating the IP experience and impact

c) Sharing information with the partners

d) First official contact with the new partner - HUB Brussels
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Sunday
20.05.2012
Students and teachers from ESEI Maria Ulrich (Lisbon) and University of 
Bologna arrived in Borås. Swedish students and teachers welcomed them.

TImETaBLE Of THE 
INTENSIvE PROGRammE



monday
21.05.2012

Monica Hammarnäs welcomes all the participants of the IP Individual presentations of the participants (teachers and students)
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Presentation of the Early Childhood Education Program in Lisboa
ESEI Maria Ulrich

Presentation of the Early Childhood Education Program in Bologna 
Università di Bologna

Presentation of the Early Childhood Education Program in Borås 
Högskolan I Borås
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Presentation of the task, corresponding to the rationale and 
background of the project



PLayGROUNDS IN THE CITy

TEXTILE IN THE CITy SCULPTURES IN THE CITy

CITy NEaR NaTURE

1514

Organisation of the four groups according to the four themes:



16

Visit to NAVET - Science Centre



Tuesday
22.05.2012

Sculptures in the City / Introduction: Mats 
Andersson

Ellen Jafferner takes us on a tour around Borås

What is a Sculpture?
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Textile in the City: Using textile as a tool for learning 
Introduction: Susanne Björkdahl Ordell

Visit to the Borås Textile Museum

 How can we use
 textiles as a tool to learn?
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Wednesday
23.05.2012

City near Nature / Introduction: Maria Ferlin

“Using natures own colours” with Susanne Björkdahl Ordell
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 How can we explore 
Nature with children?



Frying leaves and cooking nettle soup
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Pedagogical activities in the nature with Maria Ferlin



Thursday
24.05.2012

Playgrounds in the City
Introduction Kristina Bartley

Declaration of Human Rights of Children 

Art.2 – Non discrimination
“A child friendly city is friendly and inclusive for all children”

Art.12 – Children are seen and heard in a Child Friendly City
“Childhood here and now” What is play? are playgrounds 

segregating children?
Declaration of Human Rights of Children / Art. 31 – Right to Play

26



Visit to the playground: Annelundsparken Starting the work in the four groups
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friday
25.05.2012

The groups spent the day working on their themes
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monday
28.05.2012

Visit to some Preschools Group Work
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Tuesday
29.05.2012

Group Work
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Wednesday
30.05.2012

Group Work
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Thursday
31.05.2012

Textile in the City Final Presentation City near Nature Final Presentation

3938



friday
01.06.2012

Playgrounds in the City Final Presentation Sculptures in the City Final Presentation
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Saturday
02.06.2012

Soli and Fatima presented their Erasmus experience in Lisbon 
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The “Tree” was presented - a symbol of the project’s process

Each participant wrote on a “leaf ” and then attached it to a branch

The swedish teachers received a T-shirt signed by all the participants



Sunday
03.06.2012
Departure Day.

44

The Diplomas / Transcript of Records were presented to all the 
participants of the IP



GROUP WORk



Carolina Selli / Joana Gomes / maria Ledinski / Paula frazão  

Sara Hussein / Silvia Bitelli / Sofia Caldas / Sophie Hellgren

TEXTILE IN THE CITy

 We think that the word “textile” for the children could 
be understood both as a “subject” and as a “tool”.
 Using textile as a “subject” means giving the children the 
possibility of knowing the tissue’ cycle production and clothing, 
history in reference to the city where they reside.
 Using textile as a “tool” means improve the relation that 
children have with outside word: tissue can, indeed, improve the 
sensorial refinement as many educationalists claim, for example 
Maria Montessori, stimulate the creativity, the communication 
and the expressivity as the activities proposed by Giuseppina 
Pizzigoni and train problem solving as the article of Susanne 
Björkdahl Ordell (2008) explains.

 - How can we approach children to textile activities?

- How can we connect textile activities with the characteristics of the city?

 - What can children learn using textile materials?

- What can they communicate through textile materials?
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 Our group worked out a lot of ideas and elaborated 
different activities that could be realized with children.
 First of all it’s important to approach children to all types 
of materials and let them to explore freely trough handling and 
senses; in this way we support their own curiosity and we give 
them the possibility to become conscious of what surrounds them.
 When they feel comfortable with materials they can 
create their own products with specific purposes, suggested by 
the ideas of the teachers: for example, they can adorn familiar 
places of the city, make positive messages in the form of textile 
graffiti, express how they feel and what they wish.
 Our project started with the intention to empathise with 
the children, trying to observe the city from their point of view: 
for this reason we walked around the city taking pictures of what 
concerns textile from both adults and children’ prospective to 
analyse the differences; this work has been shown through a 
power point.
 Then we decided to simulate what children can feel about 
the relation between textile and city and to show how children 
can interpret their own perception of what they observed realising 
some models of typical characteristics of the city using different 
materials; we think that this could be an example of what teachers 
can do to encourage children to work in this kind of topics.
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agnese Lamarra / Carmen Deleau melby / Ilenia Posteraro / marta Lanhoso  

Rafaela abrantes / Robin Drijver / Solie fransson 

CITy NEaR NaTURE

 Our aim is to let the children learn in, from and about 
the nature, and look at things from their point of view. In 
our activities we want the children to explore and make them 
get in touch with the nature, both in and around the city.  
 
 As teachers we will guide and not force children in 
exploring the nature, so they can both learn and feel by themselves, 
with our support. We want to create an atmosphere that gives them 
the freedom to have their own time and space for movements. 
 

- How can the nature contribute in the development of the child?

 - How can the children become active learners of the nature?

- What tools can teachers use to get the children excited about nature?

 - How can we as teachers apply nature to the different school’ subjects?
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 We want to create a learning environment where children 
can learn subjects by using nature. The nature can be the subject 
to learn but also the instrument to make children aware of what 
is around them. We have chosen to describe a few ways in which 
we can use nature for all the subjects. We will have puppets 
representing each subject, to introduce the subjects in a playful 
way. Each subject has their own puppet which will be used when 
introducing new activities for this subject. This creates predictability 
for the children, which is an important tool in learning.
 (...) Nature can be a pedagogical resource within urban 
places and it can contribute to build the Education City. As 
teachers we can use nature to develop the knowledge’s and 
abilities of our children.
 The use of nature lets the children become more involved 
and participants, and that will give them the possibility to evolve 
as human beings in according to the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (2009). We think these ideas are collected in three 
main articles which are art. 2, 12 and 31. Article 2, is about non 
discrimination. Article 12 is about that children are seen and 
heard in a child friendly city, and article 31 is about the right to 
play. Following these idea we have to help children to feel that they 
play apart in our society. That’s why we as teachers have to think 
how to prepare and organise activities in a child’s perspective.
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agnieszka kubacka / ana Jankovic / Elder Jusovic / Giorgia Olezzi 

Joana Pulido / Laura Govoni / Rute Coelho

PLayGROUNDS IN THE CITy

 Play is the fundamental issue in child’s development, 
but to be valuable it should be voluntary. Children have to be 
free when they play and cannot be limited by structures imposed 
to them by adults (Hart, 2002). Children should have the 
opportunity to play free in public spaces (Hart, 2002).   
  
 Unfortunately adults like politicians, policy makers and 
planners try to solve it by construction of provisional playgrounds. 
In the western world children’s freedom of movement and their 
access to public spaces are more and more limited (Rissotto, 
Tonucci, 2002) and it is related to adults’ concern about children’s 
health and safety.  

- Is a playground an expression of wishes and needs of the youngest members of 
society or just adults̀  idea?

 - How can adults adapt and respond to children’s needs and interests, how 
can they encourage kids to explore environment, and their town or city?

- How can adults build an education city with children as decision makers?
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 (...) With this reflection, we built a route through the 
senses, using the children’s perspective.
 We talked about three different perspectives: adult, 
children and society perspective. All three of them are important 
to be seen and it is good to know about differences between 
them. We took different pictures from different perspective and 
we saw that in each of them we could find all three ones. To 
build the education city we have to add the children point of 
view adult’s one in order to balance and improve society.
 To help us be mediators in our future role as educators 
and teachers we wanted to know what some users of a playground 
thought about it. By getting children ś paintings and visions of 
the ideal playground we got some tools to develop a pedagogy 
focusing on playgrounds and ways of empowering children voices. 
The methods we were using to answer our aim and questions 
were: observation, interview, analysing of children drawings.
 We visited the playgrounds Hulta and Annelundsparken 
to see their structures, to collect some ideas and to use them 
like children. We felt that it was necessary to understand the 
opinions of the daily users, so we interviewed a father of two 
children in the Hulta playground.
 We visited an exhibition where children presented their 
vision of future of Borås in a local library. They made some crafts 
showing their ideal playground.
 Finally we visited two different preschools, where we had 
opportunity to observe their playgrounds and ask some of them 
to draw what they would wish to have on their own playground.
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alberta Snelli / ana Gaspar / Chiara fanti / fatima Taleb-Berrouane

Natacha fonseca / Silvia medri / Thomas arens fredin / vanessa Nunes

SCULPTURES IN THE CITy

 We think that children can consider a sculpture not only a 
dead thing or an object placed in the middle of the city, in different 
spaces, but it can be something else, a tool from which they can 
develop their senses and motor, emotional, cognitive, social skills, 
besides learning the colours, the shapes and so on.
 (...) We divided our project in two parts. In the first part we 
tried to create a situation to keep children in touch with the sculpture 
and arts in general. First of all we asked the pre-school teachers to take 
a group of seven children, in the age of four and five years old, near 
the sculpture. We chose “Declination” because it is abstract, it has a 
strong colour (yellow), it doesn’t have corners, so it is safe and because 
children might go inside of it.

 

- How do the children interact with the sculpture?

 - How do they relate with the space and with the others?

- How do they use their body?

 - What do they do when they are near the sculpture?
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 It was an amazing discovery the simple way in which 
children instantly started to interact with the sculpture in such a 
natural manner.
 We found out that all the children used the sculpture as 
a playground. (...) We also noticed that they express five several 
emotions in a temporary sequence: At first time they showed 
suspicion and they were waiting for the teachers’ authorisation. 
Then they were curious, happy, they became aggressive during 
the game and they had fun. Our conclusion is that for children a 
sculpture is mostly an empowerment instrument.  
 In the second part we went with them to the art class in 
the University of Borås. We created a setting where the children 
could feel comfortable and we presented several materials on the
floor. The children were free to use whatever they wanted to use. 
We didn’t only observe the children, we also interacted with them. 
They painted together, in a cooperative way, the base of the sculpture 
was built by all of us in the group the previous day. After lunch the 
children enjoyed themselves creating different things. The children 
explored different materials and different ways to use it.
(...) Our wish is to involve children to participate in the decision 
process according to the city planning in way to make them 
active citizens for building a planet which considers children’s
perspective. As the Lisbon and Rotterdam treaties also explain, 
children play a key role in the society for creating child friendly 
communities in a concrete way.
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REfLECTING ON THE IP’S 
aCCOmPLISHmENTS



Have the aims and objectives of 
the IP been achieved?

 In this 2nd year of the project, we strongly believe this IP 
has contributed to the main objectives of the selected Erasmus sub-
programme. It has given future educators and teachers the opportunity 
to learn more about how “to be mediators in the process, understanding 
and reflecting upon the complexity of the contemporary city life and 
their own meaning of cities as true education places”. This year the 
chosen city was Borås, Sweden. The city and the IP gave students, 
from different countries and cultures, the chance to express themselves 
and to develop professional skills to help children to be active observers 
and dynamic performers in their space and time. 
 Having common interests built around the IP, the three 
Institutions involved were able to work together to enable a discussion 
and participation that helped to re-think their training models, and 
to develop new approaches to the teaching and learning field. All 
students and teachers had an opportunity to observe and experience 
a different culture for 15 days. This helped to understand the main 
priorities in Swedish preschool education which contributed to the 
participants personal and professional development.

What impact did the IP have on 
the people involved?

 The IP impacted the participants by developing their group 
work skills through first hand experiences. This was a hard task not 
only because of the different points of view, personalities and life 
experiences, but also because of the cultural and language differences. 
Once these problems were overcome, and there was time to look back 
and reflect, the participants realised how much they had evolved. 
Ultimately the ability to work well on a diverse team has a very positive 
impact on any future professional and personal work. 
 The project also allowed the participants to share, rethink 
and develop educational methodologies and practices, centred on a 
child’s perspective and rights, the role of arts in education and the 
potential of the city as a classroom. The IP enabled the participants to 
plan educational projects with respect to different psychological and 
pedagogical models of reference, and to develop educational skills in a 
European dimension. 
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